
 
 
Clay in Action 
 
At the Brick and Tile Museum, East Quay, Bridgwater, TA6 4DB 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

 To find out about the brick and tile industry during the Victorian period 

 To understand that life was different and working life was dangerous 

 To investigate objects and materials relating to the brick and tile 
industry 

 To investigate the brick and tile industry through active making 
 
By the end of the session students will have used clay to make their own 
tile and found out about the Brick and Tile Industry through a museum tour. 
They will be able to investigate the kiln itself and consider objects and 
artefacts. 
 

Time  Activity 

00 Welcome and introduction to the museum. Facts about 
Bridgwater and Victorian Industry: the big picture! 

 Group 1 
 

Group 2 Group 3 

15 Explore through 
making: make a clay 
tile using simple 
tools. 

Brick and Tile 
museum tour: what 
happened, where 
and by whom! 

Investigate objects 
and materials 
including the Kiln 

45 Investigate objects 
and materials 
including the Kiln  

Explore through 
making: make a 
clay tile using 
simple tools. 

Brick and Tile tour: 
what happened, 
where and by 
whom! 

75 Brick and Tile tour: 
what happened, 
where and by whom! 

Investigate objects 
and materials 
including the Kiln  

Explore through 
making: make a 
clay tile using 
simple tools. 

90 Explore what we have learned and ask any questions you might 
have… if time: choose favourite objects to draw. 
 

 
Explore through making: make a clay tile using simple tools. Quite often this 
activity is guided by volunteers who are able to show you some basic 
principles of making clay tiles. Volunteers can be very knowledgeable and this 
making activity gives the students an opportunity to discuss the industry in a 
relaxed environment.  
 
Brick and Tile tour: this tour gives the students a chronological view of the 
Brick and Tile industry, explaining how it developed and why it did so in 
Bridgwater. The children will be able to explore the galleries and consider who 
worked in the factory.  



 
Investigate objects and materials including the clay, the clothing and the 
Kiln. Please make sure you wear a hard hat before you enter!  
 
For Your Information: 

 

 It is helpful to have staff able to help with activities but you will need no 
prior experience as the tables are set out and everything is easily 
accessible. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

 Please take care when entering and leaving the museum. The road 
next to the museum is busy and cars often travel quickly. Ensure your 
students are aware of road safety and take care when arriving and 
leaving the museum. 

 

 The Brick and Tile museum is not a very large building and can only 
accommodate one class at a time. You are welcome to have lunch with 
us but I’m afraid it is not overly comfortable. We will be able to provide 
some chairs.  

 
Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 


