
 
 
Digging Deep in the Bronze Age 
 
At The Museum of Somerset, Taunton Castle, Castle Green, Taunton, TA1 
4AA 
 
This session complements the IPC topic ‘Archaeological Treasures’ as well as 
covering aspects of Bronze Age history relevant to the new National 
Curriculum. Specifically the session will ask the children to consider Bronze 
Age technology and different materials used by people in the past.  
 
Learning Outcomes: 

 To explore important traditions and crafts of the Bronze Age 

 To find and investigate objects from the past in a ‘dig’ 

 To explore objects in a museum 

 To investigate ancient Britain and consider its people  
 
By the end of the session students will have explored the museum and its 
pre-history collections. The students will act out the role of archaeologists in a 
dig to find artefacts and replica objects relating to prehistory. Students will 
also have the opportunity to explore different models and replica items from 
the time, enabling them to understand discuss and identify materials used. 
 
Resources: ‘Digging Deep in Somerset’ trail, dig tray, trowels, hi-visibility 
jackets and digging equipment, Bronze Age dig loans box, clay, replica 
beakers, models and replicas of Bronze Age objects and places 

Time  Activity 

00 Welcome and introduction to the museum. Introduce human 
history from thousands of years BC.  
 

 Group 1 
 

Group 2 Group 3 

15 Digging Deep! Dress 
as an archaeologist 
and dig up Bronze 
Age items 

Make a Bronze Age 
pot based on the 
Wick Barrow 
beaker. 

Explore the 
museum and its 
Bronze Age 
collections 

45 Explore the museum 
and its Bronze Age 
collections 

Digging Deep! 
Dress as an 
archaeologist and 
dig up Bronze Age 
items 

Make a Bronze 
Age pot based on 
the Wick Barrow 
beaker. 

60 Make a Bronze Age 
pot based on the 
Wick Barrow beaker. 

Explore the 
museum and its 
Bronze Age 
collections 

Digging Deep! 
Dress as an 
archaeologist and 
dig up Bronze Age 
items 

90 Share what we have learned: a favourite object from prehistory. 



Group Tasks 
 
Digging Deep! Students will dress as an archaeologist with someone from the 
museum. They will be guided as to how archaeologists find and safely remove 
objects. A timeline of objects will then be made with special attention being 
paid to the objects from prehistory. 
 
Make a Bronze Age pot based on the Wick Barrow beaker. Guidance notes 
will clearly tell you how to make the pot. The children will also be able to 
handle replicas of the Wick Barrow Beaker. This activity will need to be 
guided by a member of school staff. If you have any questions regarding 
this let us know. 
 
Explore the museum and its Bronze Age and Iron Age collections: the 
museum’s collection of prehistoric items is extensive and this activity will allow 
students to explore them in a small group. This activity will need to be 
guided by a member of school staff. If you have any questions regarding 
this let us know. 
 
 
For Your Information: 
 

 Teachers and adults in your group will need to be actively involved. 
The session leader will make clear the roles required by colleagues 
during your visit, however if you have any questions let us know. 

 

 There is a shop at the Museum of Somerset that has some relevant 
items for young people to buy. The museum is also able to put together 
packs for school groups with prior notice. These packs can include 
rubbers, pencils and other small items. 

 

 For subscribers! If you would like some related objects in school for 
handling let us know. Museum Loans for Learning delivers at the 
beginning of term and will collect your items before the half term. 
Please contact either 01823347451 or email 
learning@swheritage.org.uk. 

 
 
 
Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 


