
 
 
Dinosaur Dig  
 
At The Museum of Somerset, Taunton Castle, Castle Green, Taunton, TA1 
4AA 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

 To sort different materials including fossils 

 To understand that there were many different animals living in 
Somerset a long time ago 

 To investigate and make observations of different dinosaurs and 
prehistoric sea creatures 

 To find out what bones and fossils look like close up 
 
By the end of the session students will have looked at a variety of fossils 
and will have made their own plaster cast to take away with them. The 
students will also compare dinosaurs and fossils to plants and animals today. 
Additionally, students will be able to explore a range of problem solving and 
creative tasks. 
 
Resources:  
 

Time  Activity 

00 Welcome to session and quick quiz. Session leader will introduce 
the children to some fossils. Each of the objects will relate to 
plants and animals we have today. 
 

 Group 1 
 

Group 2 Group 3 

15 Dinosaur dig! Be a 
palaeontologist and 
dig for fossils and 
bones. 

Decorate fossils 
and investigate 
dinosaurs.  
 

Look at fossils and 
dinosaurs in the 
gallery. What can 
you see? 

45 Look at fossils and 
dinosaurs in the 
gallery. What can 
you see? 

Dinosaur dig! Be a 
palaeontologist and 
dig for fossils and 
bones. 

Decorate fossils 
and investigate 
dinosaurs.  
 

60 Decorate fossils and 
investigate 
dinosaurs.  
 

Look at fossils and 
dinosaurs in the 
gallery. What can 
you see? 

Dinosaur dig! Be a 
palaeontologist 
and dig for fossils 
and bones. 

90 Explore what we have learned… name your favourite dinosaur or 
fossil. 
 

 



Group Tasks 
 
Dinosaur dig! Be a palaeontologist and dig for fossils and bones: dressed as 
a palaeontologist, the children will be able to use tools to reveal and dig for 
fossils, bones and other geological items. Play dinosaurs and fossil games 
and look at museum models of different dinosaurs Museum led 
 
Decorate a fossil and investigate dinosaurs: there will be several different 
dinosaurs and fossils for the children to look at and investigate. Decorate your 
own plaster cast fossil. There are wooden stencils for making dinosaur 
pictures when the children have finished. Teacher led 
 
Look at fossils and dinosaurs in the gallery: a responsible adult will take 
the children into the gallery. There are several cases with fossils and also two 
types of prehistoric sea monster that can be investigated. The children will be 
able to record their ideas on clipboards and also discuss what they see. 
Teacher led 
 
For Your Information: 

 

 It is necessary for school staff to help with activities but you will 
need no prior experience as the tables are set out and everything 
is easily accessible. There will be teachers’ notes for you. 
 

 If you require a break during the session for snacks/drinks please 
inform us when booking. We can get extremely busy and all timings 
need to be calculated. 

 

 There is a shop at the Museum of Somerset that has some relevant 
items for young people to buy. The museum is also able to put together 
packs for school groups with prior notice. These packs can include 
rubbers, pencils and other small items. 

 
Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 


