
 
 
Dinosaurs and Fossils 
Held in-school 
 
Learning Objectives: 

 To know about local dinosaurs and prehistoric creatures such as the 
plesiosaur 

 To find out about different time periods of prehistory 

 To name some common fossils and dinosaurs. 
 
By the end of the session the children will have made a plesiosaur, 
decorated a fossil and explored the shapes and prints of fossils and dinosaurs 
using salt dough and models. 
 
Resources: Plesiosaur, plesiosaur paper cut-outs, dino head, fabric timeline, 
fossils, salt dough and plesiosaur cut out. 
 

Time Activity 

00  Session leader will introduce different creatures through a timeline 
activity. The children will find out about the plesiosaur, camelotia and 
different fossil names. 
 

 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

20 Using salt dough the 
children will explore 
different fossils and 
dinosaurs through mark-
making. Led by a 
member of the school 
staff. 

Make a plesiosaur 
to keep led by a 
member of the 
school staff. 

Understand how a 
fossil is made and 
decorate their own 
to keep. Led by a 
member of the 
museum team! 

40 Understand how a fossil 
is made and decorate 
their own to keep. Led by 
a member of the 
museum team! 

Using salt dough 
the children will 
explore different 
fossils and 
dinosaurs through 
mark-making. Led 
by a member of the 
school staff. 

Make a plesiosaur 
to keep led by a 
member of the 
school team. 

60 Make a plesiosaur to 
keep led by a member of 
the school team. 

Understand how a 
fossil is made and 
decorate their own 
to keep. Led by a 
member of the 
museum team! 

Using salt dough 
the children will 
explore different 
fossils and 
dinosaurs through 
mark-making. Led 
by a member of the 
school staff. 

80-
90 

Thank you and goodbye! 
 



 
Teaching and Learning Tasks: 
 
Explore different fossils and dinosaurs through mark-making: we will 
provide the salt dough and will bring lots of fossils and dinosaurs so that 
children can make impressions in their dough. The children will also have a 
chance to feel the textures of clay tablets with impressions in them. 
Impressions and marks in rocks have always been important clues as to the 
presence of living creatures, and children will be able to learn through making 
their own. This will be led by a member of the school team. 
 
Make a plesiosaur: the children will be able to find out about this ancient sea 
dwelling creature from Somerset. We will provide all the materials for making 
and the children will be able to keep their plesiosaurs. This will be led by a 
member of the school team. 
 
Fossils investigation: with a member of the museum team the children will 
be able to find out how a fossil is made. They will also get a fossil of their own 
to decorate. These are best painted! Please provide paint and aprons so 
that children can enjoy decorating their fossils. 
 
For Your Information: 
 

 The session requires three areas for the three activities. They are best 
done at the table and you may want to have paint available for fossil 
decorating. If you don’t want children to paint their fossil you could try 
using felt tips pen, although this is never quite as good. 
 

 It is important that each activity has an adult to manage it. All other 
activities will have teacher’s notes and should be easy to execute. 

 

 We endeavour to deliver the best service we can so we would be very 
grateful for any feedback. 
 

Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 


