
Somerset Heritage  
Primary Schools
Programme 2016-17

Look 
inside...

Somerset Heritage  

Loans Service
Use real and replica museum objects in your classroom - free to subscribers!

Do you want to bring the past alive for your pupils? Through the Somerset Heritage 
Loans Service your school can borrow a wide range of real and replica objects 
to support creative learning in school.    

Subjects include: Dinosaurs, Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman, 
Anglo-Saxons, Medieval Life, Teeth and Bones, Portraits, Local Studies, 
Tudors and Victorians. We also cater for topics such as Chocolate, Toys, 
China, India, Australia, Africa, Homes Long Ago and Natural Somerset. 

Some of our items are very large, if you would prefer smaller objects 
please let us know.

We deliver loans for free to subscribing schools each term. 
Non-subscribing schools can collect loans from the Somerset Heritage Centre, 
or a £15 delivery and collection charge applies.
 
Contact us now to discuss your needs.
Loans packs £45 (plus VAT) 

Contact the Learning Team 

    01823 347451      learning@swheritage.org.uk
South West Heritage Trust is a charity and a company limited by guarantee registered in England. Registered office: Somerset Heritage Centre, Brunel Way, 
Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton, Somerset TA2 6SF. Company number: 09053532    Charity Number: 1158791    VAT Registration Number: 197221592
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 1 Digging Deep in the Bronze Age 

Investigate the Bronze Age as an archaeologist during this 90-minute 
session. Explore tools used in the Bronze Age and make your own 
Wick Barrow beaker using ancient methods. Order a loans pack to 
complement this session.

The Roman Way 
Explore Roman life in this active 90-minute session. Handle real Roman 
objects, investigate the Frome Hoard and try your hand at writing 
‘Roman-style’.  Enjoy an additional self-guided Roman experience to 
complete your investigation into Roman Somerset. Order a loans pack 
to complement this session.

Stone Age Somerset 
Explore Stone Age Somerset in this 90-minute session. Explore ancient 
artefacts, animals and tools in a unique interactive museum tour led by 
a member of the team. Enjoy making jewellery, find out about clothing 
and explore ancient artefacts.

Tudor Life 
What was life like for people in Tudor Somerset?  Dress as a Tudor, 
write with a quill and investigate Tudor documents.  Explore a real 
Tudor Almshouse in this 90-minute session. Explore more in school by 
ordering some objects from our loans collection to enrich this session!

Teeth and Bones 
Investigate a variety of teeth and bones in this active 90-minute science 
session. Handle replicas and look closely at the real thing. Understand 
what bones do and how they help people and animals.  

Saxon Somerset 
Take part in a Saxon re-enactment and explore the role of King Alfred, 
including his defence of Wessex against the Vikings. Explore the museum 
collections, handle replicas and make Saxon objects to take away!   

Monmouth Rebellion – The Museum of Somerset      
An action-packed full-day session exploring the Monmouth Rebellion.  
Re-enact the Battle of Sedgemoor, investigate objects and documents 
from 1685, and explore the place where several prisoners spent their 
last night before execution. 

Our Town, Taunton 
Enjoy an active one-hour walking tour of Taunton.  Stand on top 
of a Saxon burial ground, imagine the castle in the 12th century, 
and welcome the Duke of Monmouth as they did in 1685! 

The Museum of Somerset

Our museum sessions are available at all times of the year, and are about 
90 minutes long. On occasion we have special sessions and different 
temporary exhibitions. To find out about special sessions, projects or 
other available resources please go to museumofsomerset.org.uk

Museum of Somerset sessions

Knights and Castles 
A fun-filled history investigation for younger children, introducing ideas 
such as chronology.  Dress up as a knight, enjoy an interactive object 
handling and make your own castle in this 70-minute session!

Dinosaur Dig 
Find fossils, bones and dinosaurs in a museum dig.  Think about how 
a fossil is made, and decorate your own in this 90-minute session. 
Find out about prehistoric life in the museum and investigate 
Somerset millions of years ago.

Brilliant Bones
Find bones in the museum, from Ice Age creatures to Roman burials. 
Think about what bones do and explore different bones using 
magnifying tools in this 70-minute session.

Prices
Museum sessions

90-minute sessions
Enhanced subscribers  FREE
Standard subscribers   £2.00 per child. Adults free.
Pay-as-you-go users  £3.75 per child. Adults free.
Independent schools   £4.00 per child. Adults free.

Whole day sessions (including a room for lunch)
Enhanced subscribers  FREE
Standard subscribers   £3.00 per child. Adults free.
Pay-as-you-go users  £5.50 per child. Adults free.
Independent schools  £6.00 per child. Adults free.

All prices in this programme are subsidised by the South West Heritage Trust.
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Contact the Learning Team 

    01823 347451      learning@swheritage.org.uk
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KS1 and KS2

Florence Nightingale
Find out about the life of Florence through artefacts and archival 
documents in this 90-minute session. The children will discover 
the importance of letters, play a game and find out how to care 
for soldiers through active play.  

Victorian Homes 
Enjoy dressing in costume to make bread and make butter. Using tools 
from the past, the children will be invited to experience home life from 
long ago. Make a rag rug and compare old and new during this 
90-minute session.

Victorian Christmas 
Learn about Victorian homes at Christmas time. Make crackers 
and enjoy singing songs from the past in this lovely seasonal session. 
The children will make decorations with natural materials using 
traditional methods.   

KS2

Wartime Somerset 
Put out an incendiary bomb using a real stirrup pump and find out 
about life in the Home Guard. Children will also play a rationing game 
and find out about evacuees through a series of thought-provoking 
activities. Explore Somerset in wartime in this 90-minute session.

Rocks and Fossils 
Explore rocks and fossils from the collection and enjoy doing some 
fossil rubbing. Enjoy sorting, labelling and classifying in this 90-minute 
session.  

Victorian Somerset 
Investigate life in Victorian Somerset using documents and real 
objects, whilst dressed as a Victorian child. This 90-minute session 
also includes the role-play of a Victorian lesson including writing 
on a slate.
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Sessions Available in School

These sessions are available at all times of the year and are usually 90 
minutes long. We normally run two in each day and sessions are 
delivered to one class at a time. It is possible to adapt some sessions 
so please ask if you have special requirements. Our session leaders 
may have special requirements for the sessions so please read your 
pre-session information carefully.

KS1

Fossils and Dinosaurs 
Explore dinosaur models from the collection and make your own 
plesiosaur. Handle real fossils and decorate a plaster model. This 
special new session uses artefact and models from the collection 
to help children explore this magical world.   

Toys and Games
Explore toys of the past in a lively 90-minute session. Actively investigate 
toys from the Victorian times and have a go at some playground games. 
Children will discuss differences and similarities between old and new 
toys as well as find out about a zoetrope!

Seaside Holidays of the Past 
An activity-filled 90-minute session linked to ‘What were seaside 
holidays like in the past?’ Discover more from old photographs, 
artefacts and reproduction costumes.

Prices
In-school sessions
Enhanced subscribers  FREE
Standard subscribers  £60 per group of up to 35 pupils
Pay-as-you-go users   £120 per group of up to 35 pupils
Independent schools           £125 per group of up to 35 pupils

Contact the Learning Team 

    01823 347451      learning@swheritage.org.uk
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SOMERSET Rural Life MUSEUM

Contact the Learning Team 

    01823 347451      learning@swheritage.org.uk

Teacher Training Opportunities 

FREE to subscribing schools

Each year we also offer a Take One project, free to our subscribing 
schools. This year our object will be some recently acquired and 
very rare Civil War coins. The training day will be in early February 2017. 

To find out about taking part in Take One contact:
learning@swheritage.org.uk

If you would like to join our mailing list to find out more please email 
learning@swheritage.org.uk

Archives in Schools
 
In-school sessions
An archivist can visit your school to deliver a tailor-made session that 
supports your class topics. Previous topics have included World War 
One, transport, crime and punishment, and the Victorian era as well 
as an introduction to archives. We will bring a selection of original 
materials from the archives to support learning.

Sessions usually last one hour.

Sessions are also available at the Somerset Heritage Centre.

Teacher’s packs
To support your teaching we can create a tailor-made pack from 
documents held within the Somerset archive. Just let us know what 
your class is learning about and we will create a pack that may 
include posters, letters, diaries, census returns, maps, illustrations, 
wills and inventories. These are available for your independent study.

Prices for Archive sessions and packs 

Enhanced subscribers         FREE
Standard subscribers          £38 per session
Pay-as-you-go users             £75 per session
Independent Schools         £85 per session
Pay-as-you-go users                  Teacher’s packs £34 per hour 
           (charged by preparation time)

Somerset Rural Life Museum 

The museum redevelopment

Throughout 2016 we are completing the £2.3 million redevelopment of 
the Somerset Rural Life Museum in Glastonbury. The newly refurbished 
galleries will explore essential parts of Somerset life including 
agriculture, domestic life, local crafts and industries. A new community 
learning space will provide a light and contemporary place where school 
groups can enjoy a range of activities. We look forward to welcoming 
you back in 2017. 

In-school sessions are still available

In the meantime schools don’t need to miss out. We have adapted our 
rural life sessions so that they can be delivered in school. Try making 
bread and butter in our ‘Victorian Homes’ session or enjoy Victorian 
toys in a special ‘Toys and Games’ session. From November until 
January ‘Victorian Christmas’ is offered. A firm favourite, we hope 
you enjoy this festive celebration. 

Brick and Tile Museum, Bridgwater

KS2

Clay in Action
An active 60-minute session making clay tiles with expert help. Enjoy 
a tour of the brick kiln area and understand the factory’s past in this
interactive session. Tiles will be fired after your visit and can be 
collected approximately one month later.

Prices for the Rural Life and Brick and Tile Museums 
please see page 2 


