
 
 
Saxon Somerset – whole day session 
 
At The Museum of Somerset, Taunton Castle, Castle Green, Taunton, TA1 
4AA 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

 To find out about Saxon times through real and replica objects in a 
museum setting 

 To understand the ways in which King Alfred resisted and defeated the 
Vikings 

 To find out about Saxon art, religion, law and settlements. 
 
By the end of the session students will have taken part in the story of King 
Alfred including a Viking- Saxon battle. The children will then have the 
opportunity of handling some replicas of Saxon objects as well as look at 
original objects in the gallery. Other activities will include making their own 
replicas and investigating Saxon society through a charter.    
  
Resources: Saxon replicas, clothing, trail resources, Saxon town and palace 
models quills and ink. 
 

Time  Activity 

00 Welcome to the session and introduction to main characters of 
the re-enactment. 
  

Re-enactment with all: find out about King Alfred as a young 
man, Viking battles and his rise to power.  
 

40-50 Missing words task 

50-70 Saxon Folkmoot in the Great Hall 

70-90 Matching task 

Lunch 

90-100 Saxon Artefacts: an introduction 

100-120 Handling replicas and looking 
at real Saxon objects in the 
gallery.   

A Saxon replica: design a 
Saxon pointer or write a Saxon 
charter.   

120-140 A Saxon replica: design a 
Saxon pointer or write a Saxon 
charter 

Handling replicas and looking 
at real Saxon objects in the 
gallery. 

140-150 What have we learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Tasks: 
 
A Saxon replica: the students will make a Saxon charter (using quill and ink) 
or design their own Saxon pointer (equivalent to the Alfred Jewel). All 
materials will be provided and these made objects can be taken away for use 
in school or at home! 
 
Handling and in the Gallery: the students will be able to handle some 
replicas made and will also be able to explore the Saxon objects in the 
gallery. There will be some trail boards with teachers’ notes. 
 
Take part in a Saxon ‘Folkmoot’: Students will take the role of Saxon and 
decide on what a Saxon crime is and how it should be punished. The children 
will learn about Saxon customs and consider the views of those from the past. 
 
For Your Information: 
 

 One of the group sessions is run by me and the others by a chosen 
adult. They should be easy to follow and you will need no additional 
prior experience! 

 

 There is a shop at the Museum of Somerset that has some relevant 
items for young people to buy. The museum is also able to put together 
packs for school groups with prior notice. These packs can include 
rubbers, pencils and other small items. 

 

 For subscribers! If you would like Saxon objects in school let us know. 
Museum Loans for Learning delivers at the beginning of term and will 
collect your items before the half term. Please contact either 
01823347451 or email learning@swheritage.org.uk  

 
 
Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 

mailto:learning@swheritage.org.uk

