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The Romans in Somerset

A 20-minute talk on the Low Ham mosaic, followed by a journey 
through the museum’s Roman collections. Object handling and a 
trail accompany this talk.

Religion and Somerset

Starting with a 25-minute talk about Saxon carvings and medieval 
art, the students will find out about Christian motifs and Somerset 
church sculpture. They will also find out about the changing role 
of Taunton Priory and learn to look closely at historical art as 
evidence. Through the museum trail students will explore stone 
and oak carvings showing many different Christian motifs.

Significant Victorians

During a 20-minute talk students will find out about significant 
Victorians including explorer John Hanning Speke and the artist 
Sarah Biffen, who was born with no arms. This is followed by a 
museum trail to explore a diverse group of Victorians and the 
objects that illustrate their stories. Object handling accompanies 
the museum trail.

Monmouth

Take part in a Monmouth re-enactment and find out about the 
Monmouth rebellion through objects in the gallery. Explore the 
place where prisoners were kept in the castle and find out if the 
punishment fits the crime? This session will last the whole day.
(This full-day session costs £5 for non-subscribers, £2.50 for standard subscribers 
and £5.25 for independent schools). 

The Museum of Somerset

Our museum sessions are available at all times of the year and 
last for 90-minutes. On occasion we do have special events and 
exhibitions. To find out more please go to:
museumofsomerset.org.uk

For secondary schools we offer a series of special talks with trails 
for students to explore the museum galleries. These are specially 
designed for larger groups of older children and we are happy to 
have up to 65 students in the museum at any one time. 

These activities can be adapted for each visit, so please ask if 
you would like something slightly different to the themes 
described below. For many of our topics we can offer additional 
object handling at no extra cost.

Tales of Taunton Castle

This 25-minute talk tells the history of Taunton Castle from its 
medieval beginnings to its role in the Civil War and beyond. 
Students will find out about important people from history and 
will consider how Taunton Castle has changed through time. A 
special trail to explore our ‘Making Somerset’, ‘Discovery’ and 
‘Rebellion’ galleries, along with an object handling is available.

Prices
Museum sessions

Enhanced subscribers  FREE
Standard subscribers   £1.75 per child. Adults free.
Pay-as-you-go users  £3.50 per child. Adults free.
Independent schools  £3.75 per child. Adults free.

All prices in this programme are subsidised by the South West Heritage Trust.
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Contact the Learning Team 

    01823 347451      learning@swheritage.org.uk
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AS and A Level

How to Read and Understand Tudor Documents

Learn how to read old handwriting using sources held at the 
Somerset Heritage Centre. Documents include local parish 
registers, information on the Tower of London, letters, and 
inventories.

English Language Change

View documents from a period of over 300 years highlighting 
changes in attitudes and styles.  Learn about using the Somerset 
Heritage Centre as a resource, and explore the chosen 
documents.  Students can choose copies of entries for further 
investigation or request samples of documents that relate to a 
topic of interest.

Teachers’ Packs of Somerset Archives

We can supply photocopies of documents relating to Somerset 
and your town or village to support your delivery of key National 
Curriculum areas.  Topics can include crime and punishment, 
world wars, public health and medicine, Tudors, and local 
buildings. Documents include diaries, wills and inventories, 
census returns, photographs, maps, and school records.

All sessions are available either at the Somerset Heritage 
Centre or in school. 
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Somerset Heritage Centre

KS 3 and 4

Historical Investigations

Individual students or small groups can visit the Somerset 
Heritage Centre to research projects. An archivist can offer advice 
on projects, how to use the service and the range of resources 
available. Tailor-made sessions may also be available to support 
topics and project work. 

KS 3 - Slavery and the Slave Trade

Discover Somerset’s involvement and connection with European 
trading patterns. Evaluate documentary evidence including 
plantation records and view original objects. This is
available as a session or as a presentation to larger groups.  

KS 4 - Historical Investigation and Evaluating Sources 

Learn how to search for primary sources in record offices and 
how to extract information from the source. Find out how to put 
sources together to reveal a story and discover the variety of 
sources available.This is a one hour session using examples of 
documents from the school’s locality.

Prices
Enhanced subscribers         FREE
Standard subscribers          Session £35 
Pay-as-you-go users             Session £70 
Pay-as-you-go users                  Teacher’s packs £34 per hour (charged  
           by preparation time)

All prices in this programme are subsidised by the South West Heritage Trust.

Contact the Learning Team 

    01823 347424      esther.hoyle@swheritage.org.uk



Somerset Heritage  

Loans Service
Use real and replica museum objects in your classroom - free to subscribers!

Do you want to bring the past alive for your pupils?  Through the Somerset Heritage 
Loans service your school can borrow a wide range of real and replica museum 
objects to support creative learning in school.  

Subjects include: Dinosaurs, Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman, 
Anglo-Saxons, Medieval Life, Teeth and Bones, Portraits, Local Studies, Tudors 
and Victorians. We also cater for topics such as Chocolate, Toys, China, India, 
Australia, Africa, Homes Long Ago and Natural Somerset. 

Some of our items are very large, if you would prefer smaller objects 
please let us know.

We deliver loans for free to subscribing schools each term. 
Non subscribing schools can collect loans from the Somerset Heritage Centre, or a 
£15 delivery and collection charge applies.
 
Contact us now to discuss your needs.
Loans packs £45 (plus VAT) per half term - free to subscribers!

Contact the Learning Team 

    01823 347451      learning@swheritage.org.uk
South West Heritage Trust is a charity and a company limited by guarantee registered in England. Registered office: Somerset Heritage Centre, Brunel Way, 
Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton, Somerset TA2 6SF. Company number: 09053532    Charity Number: 1158791    VAT Registration Number: 197221592


