
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Monmouth Rebellion  
 
At The Museum of Somerset, Taunton Castle, Castle Green, Taunton, TA1 
4AA 
 
Explore the story of the Monmouth rebellion and consider if the punishment 
fits the crime! 
 
Learning Outcomes:  
 

 Students will understand the order and importance of historical events 
and the names of key historical figures 

 To consider the social, cultural and religious diversity of some of the 
characters that form part of the narrative 

 students will use their own knowledge of the local area to understand 
where people went and why 

 Some students will also make links between main events and describe 
changes 

 

By the end of the session the students will have taken part in the re 
enactment of aspects of Monmouth’s journey. (Every child will have acted out 
a role.) This session is a way of helping children understand that history 
involves many different groups of people who might have different motivations 
for doing things. The Monmouth rebellion shows the 17th century to be elitist 
but is also a way of introducing the stories of other poorer or less powerful 
people into the historical narrative.  

 
 
Resources: Objects for storytelling (paper flowers, bible, sword, hobby horse, 
crown, power point presentation), voting slips, playing cards activity sheets,  
resources for craft (glue, crepe paper, plain paper-large), resources for battle 
re-enactment (tabards, tent, place markers, blue paper for water, string, fabric 
for covering horses shoe, Kaleidoscope, pop gun) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Time  Activity 

00 Welcome to session. Intro to day’s activities.  
Introduction to the main ‘characters’. 
 

15 Story of Charles, his illegitimate son and his brother. Royal 
relationships and a scandal! 
 

30 Story of Monmouth’s Journey as far as Bridgwater including a 
task requiring the group to empathise with the main protagonists. 
 

 Break time 
 

30 Story of Monmouth’s Journey as far as Bridgwater (via Bristol) 
including a task requiring the group to order events of the story 
and remember factual details of the Monmouth rebellion. 
 

120 Break time – lunch 
 

00 Re-enactment of battle: Monmouth vs James II! 
 

50 Bloody Assizes and a discussion led by group leader: what 
happened to Monmouth in the end? 
 

60 In the gallery space: where were the prisoners kept before 
sentencing? Look at objects and paintings of key characters. 
 

75 What have we learned today? 
 

 
 
For Your Information: 
 

 This session is entirely run by the session leader so you shall be able 
to sit back and listen for most of the time. There will be periods of time 
when the children are able to do a task or reflect on the adventures of 
Monmouth and at these moments it’s good to have everyone involved! 

 

 There is a shop at the Museum of Somerset that has some relevant 
items for young people to buy. The museum is also able to put together 
packs for school groups with prior notice. These packs can include 
rubbers, pencils and other small items. 

 
Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
 


