
 
 
The Roman Way 
 
Held at The Museum of Somerset, Taunton Castle, Castle Green, Taunton, 
TA1 4AA 
 
Learning Outcomes: 
 

 Understand that the Romans came to Somerset with their own traditions 
and customs. 

 To find out how archaeologists discover Roman remains and treasure. 

 To empathise with people from the past through discussions of real 
Roman artefacts and objects. 

 
By the end of the session the students will have handled a great many 
Roman objects. Students will understand that Romans enjoyed staying clean, 
eating and playing games whilst also understanding that they were inventive 
(central heating) and enjoyed decorating their homes (mosaics). By acting as 
investigators students will have a deeper understanding of how historians find 
out about people and places from the past. 
 

Time  Activity 

00 Welcome to session. Start by considering what the Romans did 
in Somerset. Students will think about how they might investigate 
Roman Britain: how do we find out about the past?  

 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

20 Writing Roman 
style. 

Roman Villa 
artefacts handling 
activity: what has 
been found in 
Somerset? 

Roman Costume: 
men and women in 
Roman times 

40 Roman Costume: 
men and women in 
Roman times 

Writing Roman 
style. 

Roman Villa 
artefacts handling 
activity: what has 
been found in 
Somerset? 

60 Roman Villa 
artefacts handling 
activity: what has 
been found in 
Somerset? 

Roman Costume: 
men and women in 
Roman times 

Writing Roman style. 

80 to 90 Reflection on what students have learnt and a visit to the Low 
Ham mosaic. What was it used for and who would have seen it? 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Resources: 
Original Roman objects, Mosaic banner, Clothing – Replica togas and tunics 
(we only have a few so I’m afraid it is only possible to do a demonstration with 
a few students), Writing – replica wax tablets, and styli and information sheets 
The Museum of Somerset, Frome Hoard (Roman coins) and Low Ham 
Mosaic 
 
Group Tasks 
 
Roman Writing investigation: The students can also all have a go at writing 
like a Roman using a stylus. They will use a wax tablet to complete a writing 
task. This includes using and understanding Roman numerals. 
 
Roman Costume: Students will be able dress in Roman costume and 
understand that men and women wore different clothing. They will also be 
able to investigate the rich and poor in Roman Britain. 
 
Roman Objects handling session: students will then investigate the three 
parts of a Roman Villa (Flue Tile, water pipe and roof tile). Following that the 
students will be able to handle a variety of different Roman artefacts and 
investigate their different uses.  
 
Looking at the Low Ham Mosaic: 
The students will then be able to consider questions about the Low Ham 
mosaic. The students will consider aspects of the mosaic such as: who would 
have enjoyed it and what people would have been doing as they experienced 
its visual splendour.  
 
For Your Information: 
 

 Teachers and adults in your group will need to be actively involved. 
The session leader will make clear the roles required by colleagues 
during your visit, however if you have any questions let us know. 

 

 There is a shop at the Museum of Somerset that has some relevant 
items for young people to buy.  

 

 For subscribers! If you would like some Roman objects in school for 
handling let us know. Museum Loans for Learning delivers at the 
beginning of term and will collect your items before the half term. 
Please contact either 01823347451 or email 
learning@swheritage.org.uk  
 
 

Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
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