
 
 
Tudor Life 
 
At The Museum of Somerset, Taunton Castle, Castle Green, Taunton, TA1 
4AA 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

 To empathise with people from the past through active re enactments of 
Tudor traditions and practices. 

 Listen and learn about historical events and objects relating to the Tudors 
and their everyday lives. 

 To investigate Tudor times through a guided tour of an almshouse  
 
By the end of the session students will have improved their understanding 
of Tudor life through by acting out important aspects of life in that period. The 
students will also meet a re enactor who will be able to explain in detail some 
aspects of Tudor life in an almshouse from the period. 
  
Resources: the almshouse, clothing, quills and ink. 
 

Time  Activity 

00 Welcome to the Tudor period: Kings and Queens! 
An introduction to everyday life and how it was different.  

 Group 1 
 

Group 2 Group 3 

10 The Almshouse: what 
was it like in Tudor 
times? 

Tudor Costume: 
rich or poor? 
Describe Tudor 
clothing then try 
dressing as a 
Tudor. 

Tudor writing: 
what would the 
Tudors write 
about? Try 
writing with a quill 
and ink. 

30 Tudor writing: what 
would the Tudors write 
about? Try writing with a 
quill and ink. 

The Almshouse: 
what was it like in 
Tudor times? 

Tudor Costume: 
rich or poor? 
Describe Tudor 
clothing then try 
dressing as a 
Tudor. 

50  Tudor Costume: rich or 
poor? Describe Tudor 
clothing then try 
dressing as a Tudor. 

Tudor writing: Try 
writing with a quill 
and ink. 

The Almshouse: 
what was it like in 
Tudor times? 

70 to 90  What have we learned today? 
Sharing knowledge, facts and experiences 
 

 
 
 



Group Tasks 
 
Tudor writing: the pupils will look at colour copies of documents from the 
time. They will then have the opportunity to produce their own short piece of 
writing. This will be led by the museum session leader.  
 
Tudor Costume: Students will look at different costume and select the Tudor 
costume using some clues provided. They will investigate aspects of the 
costume whilst also exploring different descriptive words. The students will 
also be able to try on the Tudor costume and consider who might have worn 
the different types of clothing. We would ask that a member of the school 
party leads this aspect of the session. 
 
In the Almshouse 
The Almshouse was moved to the site of the museum over a hundred years 
ago. It houses a variety of everyday Tudor objects and is very evocative of the 
period. Please ask for a volunteer re enactor to be available for this session. 
 
 
For Your Information: 
 

 One of the group sessions is run by me and the others by a chosen 
adult. They should be easy to follow and you will need no additional 
prior experience! 

 

 There is a shop at the Museum of Somerset that has some relevant 
items for young people to buy.  

 

 For subscribers! If you would like Tudor objects in school let us know. 
Museum Loans for Learning delivers at the beginning of term and will 
collect your items before the half term. Please contact either 
01823347451 or email learning@swheritage.org.uk 
 
 

Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
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