
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Victorian Christmas 
Held in-school 
This in-school session helps children celebrate the history of Christmas. They will 
learn about cultural traditions and past practices, especially those created by the 
Victorians. The children will make Christmas decorations and learn about the 
importance of food at Christmas time.  
 
Learning Outcomes: 

 To understand that Christmas was special to Victorians and people in the past 

 To know that there are similarities and differences between Christmas now 
and Christmas in Victorian times 

 To be able to prepare for a Victorian Christmas by doing practical tasks 
 
Resources:  
Pupils will be dressed in costume: boys in hessian aprons and girls in mop caps and 
pinafores. Other resources include a Christmas tree and decorations, and a 
Christmas stocking. 

Time  Activity 
0 -15 mins Discuss Christmas then and now, including exploring Christmas tree 

traditions and discovering the contents of Victorian Christmas 
stockings.  
 

 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 
15 -35 mins Make a Christmas 

cracker with the session 
leader. Keep your 
cracker to decorate your 
classroom. 

Making a 
cornucopia to 
decorate your 
Christmas tree. Fill 
it with hand-made 
peppermint creams! 
 

Play some 
Christmas games 
including ‘Hot 
Christmas pudding’ 
and parlour games. 

35- 55 mins Play some Christmas 
games including ‘Hot 
Christmas pudding’ and 
parlour games. 

Make a Christmas 
cracker with the 
session leader. 
Keep your cracker 
to decorate your 
classroom. 

Making a 
cornucopia to 
decorate your 
Christmas tree. Fill 
it with hand-made 
peppermint creams! 

55 – 75 Making a cornucopia to 
decorate your Christmas 
tree. Fill it with hand-
made peppermint 
creams! 

Play some 
Christmas games 
including ‘Hot 
Christmas pudding’ 
and parlour games. 

Make a Christmas 
cracker with the 
session leader. 
Keep your cracker 
to decorate your 
classroom. 
 

80-90 What have we learnt? What have we enjoyed? 

 



Teaching and Learning Tasks: 
 
Decorating a cornucopia and making peppermint creams – the students will be able to 
make their own Victorian style tree decoration and fill it with their own handmade sweet 
treats to take away. 
 

Christmas Parlour Games – the students can enjoy playing traditional Victorian 
games with a Christmas theme and music.  
 
Making christmas cracker– the students will each make their own Victorian Christmas 
crackers complete with hat and joke. Led by Museum leader. 
 
For Your Information: 
The following information will enable you to get the best out of the session: 
 

 The class will be divided into three groups, so it would be helpful if you could 
organise this before your visit.   

 

 The session involves some festive food preparation and handling. If you have any 
children with allergies or intolerances please let us know in advance. 
 

 This session also requires a teacher and support staff to assist students  in the 
making of cornucopias and peppermint creams and leading parlour games. Included 
in the pre session information is a guide on how to do this. If you have any concerns 
or questions don’t hesitate to ask. 

 
If we can help further please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Many thanks and we look forward to seeing you soon! 

 


