
 
 
Victorian Somerset 
Held in-school 
 
Learning Objectives:  
 

 To compare what life was like for children in the Victorian period with 
their own lives today, including at school 

 To empathise with Victorian children by taking part in a role play 

 To use objects and written documents to find out about Victorian 
childhood 

 To evaluate and use a range of sources about the Victorian period as 
part of their investigation. 

 
By the end of the session students will have improved their understanding 
of Victorian life through re enactment. They will understand aspects of school 
life from primary sources, such as log books and clothing. The children will 
have a deeper understanding of Victorian life from a child’s point of view. 
 
Resources:  
Costumes, objects such as milking stool, Jubilee teapot, thimble and 
candlestick, copy documents including part of a school logbook, maps and 
photographs, Victorian school room equipment and toys. 
 

Time  Activity 

00 Welcome to session. Dress up.  Victorian classroom activities 
with a role play of a Victorian school room.  

20 Discuss how it feels to be a Victorian schoolchild. How did you 
feel?  

30 Introduce the next three tasks: Victorian school experiences 

35 Investigate a school 
logbook. 

Investigate Victorian 
clothing and 
working with maps 

Victorian children at 
work: sewing a 
sampler 

50 Victorian children at 
work: sewing a 
sampler  

Investigate a school 
logbook. 

Investigate Victorian 
clothing and 
working with maps 

65 Investigate Victorian 
clothing and 
working with maps 

Victorian children at 
work: sewing a 
sampler 
 

Investigate a school 
logbook. 

80 to 90 
minutes 

What have we learned today? 
Students will reflect on their improving knowledge. 
 

  



The Victorian Classroom 
 
The session will start with all the class together. The children will dress in very 
simple costume. Aprons and mop caps for girls and waistcoats and caps for 
boys. The session leader will lead a short lesson dressed as a Victorian 
teacher. The children will all get to use a reproduction slate, and experience 
the fear and excitement of a Victorian lesson. 
 
There may be some students who find this part of the session unfamiliar or 
even a little intimidating as being in a Victorian classroom would have been. It 
is worth alerting me to any students I should be gentle with. I will certainly not 
pick on any students who would be upset by it. (For the full effect, it is 
important that I stay in role however.) There will also be an opportunity for the 
students to reflect on how they felt within this part of the session. 
 
Investigating a Teacher’s Logbook - The students will be able to look at a 
copy of a Victorian log book and other documents. They will match objects to 
the written information in the book.  
 
Investigate Victorian clothing and explore maps - The students will be 
able to compare rich and poor Victorian schoolchildren. They will look at 
pictures of children in different Victorian clothing. They will be able to try 
different Victorian clothing as well as play with Victorian slates. 
 
Children at work - The students will be able to investigate a Victorian 
sampler. They will have a going at sewing one for themselves. 
 
For Your Information: 
 

 You may want to set up tables in rows for the Victorian Classroom part 
of the session. If this isn’t possible, don’t worry as I shall do the best I 
can. 

 If I can have a class list, it’s very useful. Especially for the Victorian 
classroom role play. 

 If you would like to take photos and can share them with the Heritage 
Learning team we would be very grateful. With permission from parents 
of course! 

 For subscribers! If you would like some Victorian objects in school for 
handling let us know. Museum Loans for Learning delivers at the 
beginning of term and will collect your items before the half term. 
Please contact either 01823347451 or email 
learning@swheritage.org.uk  

 
Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 
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