
 

 
Wartime Somerset 
Held in-school 
 
This session explores questions concerning the impact of the Second World 
War on Somerset and its people. 
 

Learning outcomes: 
 

 To understand different aspects of life on the home front 

 To re enact events central to the war effort 

 To understand that people’s lives changed as a result of the war 
 
By the end of the session the students will have used a pump to put out a 
‘bomb’, to send a message understand aspects of home life such as rationing. 
This session helps students to empathise with the past and enable them to 
consider the ways that the war impacted on peoples’ lives. 
 
Resources: pump, bomb, worksheets with codes, rationing task sheets and 
objects. 
 

Time  Activity 

00 Welcome to session and introduction to the themes and topics 
that we will look at. 

 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

15 Civil Defence: 
putting out a fire! 
Using a stirrup 
pump and 
performing Home 
guard duties. 

Evacuation: what 
did they take? 
Where did they go? 

Rationing: how did 
rationing work and 
what did it mean? 
 

35 Rationing: how did 
rationing work and 
what did it mean? 
 

Civil Defence: 
putting out a fire! 
Using a stirrup 
pump and 
performing Home 
guard duties. 

Evacuation: what 
did they take? 
Where did they go? 

55 Evacuation: what 
did they take? 
Where did they go? 

Rationing: how did 
rationing work and 
what did it mean? 
 

Civil Defence: 
putting out a fire! 
Using a stirrup 
pump and 
performing Home 
guard duties. 

75 - 90 What we have learned today: consider people in the war and 
how they might have felt. 
 

 



Activities: 
 

Civil Defence - Putting out a fire!  
The students will be able to have a go at putting out a fire. This will be done 
outside. Students will consider when they might have needed to do this and 
why (This will be led by the member of museum staff – you may wish to have 
a second adult present depending upon your own policies). 
 
Evacuation 
This activity involves the children completing an activity sheet using original 
objects. They will consider what a child would have taken with them, and how 
they would have felt.  There are also photographs showing where children 
moved from and where they went to. It shouldn’t require any prior knowledge 
but you may want to look at the resources when you arrive. 
 
Rationing  
The children investigate objects that would have been rationed and consider 
how the farm might have grown its own food. 

 
For Your Information: 
 

 One of the group sessions is run by me (although you may want to 
have another adult present) and the other two by a chosen adult. They 
should be easy to follow and you will need no additional prior 
experience! 
 

 For subscribers! If you would like a WW2 box in school let us know. 
Museum Loans for Learning delivers at the beginning of term and will 
collect your items before the half term. Please contact either 
01823347451 or email learning@swheritage.org.uk. We have several 
themes including rationing, evacuees and Home guard. 

 
Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon! 

 
 
 
 
 


