
Case Study 
A Dinosaur Dig at the Museum of Somerset

Case Study information

St Gildas Catholic Primary school at the Museum of Somerset.

The Dinosaur Dig is available all year round and uses some of the excellent collections at the Mu-
seum of Somerset. The session is designed for young children and enables participants to practice 
important skills such as sorting, identifying and making observations.

Dinosaur Dig learning outcomes:

• To sort different materials including fossils
• To understand that there were many different animals living in Somerset a long time ago
• To investigate and make observations of different dinosaurs and prehistoric sea creatures
• To find out what bones and fossils look like close up

To book

To find out more about booking museum sessions, activities or to enquire about a subscription to our 
services please contact:

Session title:   Dinosaur Dig   Session length: 90 minutes

Site: Museum of Somerset   Suitable for:    KS1 (but can be adapted for KS2)

learning@swheritage.org.uk    01823 347451

South West Heritage Trust is a charity and a company limited by guarantee registered in England. Registered office: Somerset Heritage Centre, Brunel 
Way, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton, Somerset TA2 6SF. Company number: 09053532    Charity Number: 1158791    VAT Registration Number: 197221592



Arriving at the museum

On a bright summer’s morning just after 10am 30 children from St Gildas 
Primary School, Yeovil, arrived at the Museum of Somerset. 

Activities

After a short introduction to fossils and dinosaurs in the collection, children 
were able to decorate their own plaster fossil and explore the museum with a 
special eye spy trail. In addition, the Formal Learning Officer helped children 
to become palaeontologists with a dig for fossils and bones. During the dig 
the children sorted the things they found. This activity helped the children 
to learn about materials and the difference between fossils, rocks, bones 
and other materials such as plastic. There was lots to dig up and when the 
children were finished they explored puzzles and games on the carpet. All 
the children took part in the dig and all the children were able to handle real 
fossils such as ammonites, belemnites, crinoids and shells. 

Organisation

The activities were organised as a rotation so about 10 children did each 
activity at any one time. This allowed teachers and other adults to talk and 
engage with small groups of children, helping everyone to get the best from 
their activities. 

After the activities everyone gathered back together. The children were asked 
to close their eyes and think of everything they had done that morning. 
Children  were then able to share their special moments. After that everyone 
went outside for their lunch. The room where the activities took place is our 
lunch room and can be used for up to 65 children. The day was so beautiful, 
however, that the group were able to have a picnic lunch outside.  The green 
spaces adjacent to the museum can be used for play and picnics during the 
warmer months. In the afternoon the children explored the museum in small 
groups enjoying self-guided activities.
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