
Case Study 
Monmouth Rebellion Day

Case Study information

St Jospeh’s Catholic School, Bridgwater, at the Museum of Somerset.

The Monmouth day is an exciting opportunity for students to relive events from the past. The re-enactment 
takes place throughout the morning and enables students to see the development of Monmouth’s journey and 
consider the impact of the rebellion on the people of Somerset. Children will also be able to explore the  
Rebellion Gallery in the Museum of Somerset.

Monmouth Rebellion learning outcomes:

• Students will understand the order and importance of historical events and the names of key 
   historical figures
• To consider the social, cultural and religious diversity of some of the characters that form part of the narrative
   students will use their own knowledge of the local area to understand where people went and why
• Some students will also make links between main events and describe changes

Teacher feedback

Aims for the day had been “very well met” and that the session leader was “fantastic from start to finish, 
extremely knowledgeable! Pitched to the children’s level”

To book

To find out more about booking museum sessions, activities or to enquire about a subscription to our services 
please contact:

Session title:   Monmouth Rebellion     Session length: 90 minutes

Site: Museum of Somerset      Suitable for:    KS2 or KS3

learning@swheritage.org.uk    01823 347451



Before your visit

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School in Bridgwater booked a Monmouth Rebellion 
day. The booking was made by email and all details were confirmed by the Learning 
Team at the Somerset Heritage Centre. A few months before the visit, the teacher 
was sent information including timings and activities for the day. The workshop was 
part of a class project on the Monmouth Rebellion and it was hoped that the day 
would add to what the children already knew. 

 

Activities
At the end of February 2015 nearly 60 students from St Joseph’s arrived at the 
Museum of Somerset. After a short introduction half the students (with their adults) 
were invited to explore the museum galleries. This included the ‘Rebellion’ Gallery 
which contains artefacts from the Monmouth Rebellion and a very precious item of 
clothing owned by the Duke himself.

The other half of the students re-enacted the Monmouth Rebellion including the 
Duke’s landing at Lyme Regis, his coronation in Taunton and the Battle of 
Sedgemoor. During the re-enactment students travelled hundreds of miles through 
Somerset and celebrated Monmouth’s arrival in Taunton. The children met 
characters such as Charles Speke, Mary Blake, Lord Grey and Monmouth himself. 
Named bibs helped the children to familiarise themselves with the Monmouth 
rebels. As well as being fun, acting out this important episode in Somerset 
history helped the children to understand the impact of important events on 
Somerset people. The children were able to explore the cause and effects of 
people’s actions as well as consider how lives in the past were different to their own. 
After the day the teacher provided some feedback on the session and museum visit. 
She suggested that all aspects of the visit were helpful but highlighted the Battle of 
Sedgemoor and the dressing up as highlights. 

Organisation

After a short lunch of about 30 minutes the two classes switched activities. 
Those who had seen the galleries in the morning were able to take part in 
the re-enactment in the afternoon. At 2pm the students and adults came to 
together to say goodbye!
The Monmouth Rebellion session is normally a whole day for 30 students. 
However we can be flexible and in this instance the museum was able to 
accommodate two classes in one day. 

Case Study 
Monmouth Rebellion Day

learning@swheritage.org.uk    01823 347451

South West Heritage Trust is a charity and a company limited by guarantee registered in England. Registered office: Somerset Heritage Centre, Brunel 
Way, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton, Somerset TA2 6SF. Company number: 09053532    Charity Number: 1158791    VAT Registration Number: 197221592


