
Case Study 
Take One: Saxon St Peter Carving 

Case Study information

2015 Take One project with Beech Grove Primary School and the South West Heritage Trust.

Every year we will run at least one ‘Take One’ project. For the academic year 2016/17 we will be 
running a Take One project at both the Museum of Somerset and the Somerset Rural Life Museum. 
‘Take One’ was started by the National Gallery and enables students to explore one museum object 
in depth, resulting in many different types of work from different disciplines. The project has the 
potential to be predominantly student led but is also highly flexible, enabling teachers to adapt it to 
their style and practice.

Teacher feedback

Teachers were really pleased with the week, a Year 1 teacher said, “everyone has made something 
and the school is buzzing!”

To book

To find out more about booking museum sessions, activities or to enquire about a subscription to our 
services please contact:

Session title:   St Peter Carving Take One project Session length: One week

Site: Museum of Somerset      Suitable for:    KS1, 2 & 3

learning@swheritage.org.uk    01823 347451

South West Heritage Trust is a charity and a company limited by guarantee registered in England. Registered office: Somerset Heritage Centre, Brunel 
Way, Norton Fitzwarren, Taunton, Somerset TA2 6SF. Company number: 09053532    Charity Number: 1158791    VAT Registration Number: 197221592



Project
Take One is a special kind of project that helps schools and children explore one 
object in depth. The object for the 2015 Take One was a Saxon carving of St Peter. 

Training for teachers
Two KS1 teachers from Beech Grove School in Wellington attended a Take One 
training day at the Museum of Somerset in February. The training day was led by 
Lizzie Mee, the Formal Learning Officer for the South West Heritage Trust. Guest 
speakers included Rachel Bellamy (Museum Development Officer for Somerset) and 
Samantha Addison (re-enactor and storyteller).

The training day included storytelling, a series of talks as well as practical activities 
and time to plan. Before the end of the day it was agreed that an event at the 
Museum of Somerset would be held to celebrate children’s work. Any school 
completing a project could take part. 

School activities
Beech Grove School decided that a Take One project would be perfect for their art 
week. Art week had been planned for the 22 June. To help teachers prepare and to 
give them confidence, Lizzie Mee was invited into the school to talk to all staff about 
the carving. 

Museum loans and resources
Saxon loans were ordered for the summer term. These would complement the 
project and help teachers explain Saxon life and culture. As part of a funded project 
St Peter carving replicas had also been made. These could be loaned to schools 
and Beech Grove School booked their carvings for the art week.Teachers busily 
explored different ways to use the St Peter carving. During the art week a great 
many activities took place, including relief sculpting, printing, writing and graffiti. 

Museum visit
KS1 children also visited the Museum of Somerset to see the real carving. During 
their visit the children explored a variety of historical faces, from Iron Age plaques to 
the bust of John Hanning Speke. Local press were invited to photograph the event 
and the school used their blog to record activities. 
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