
 
 
Our Town, Taunton  
 
At The Museum of Somerset, Taunton Castle, Castle Green, Taunton, TA1 
4AA 
 
Learning Outcomes: 

 To discover the history of Taunton 

 To understand that Taunton has changed through time 

 To know some of the people and places important to the town 
 
By the end of the session students will have considered how different parts 
of Taunton have been important to its people. They will have listened to a 
chronological journey of Taunton and the events that have shaped it. The tour 
begins during the Saxon period and ends at The Museum of Somerset in the 
present day. 
 
 

Time  Activity  

 Welcome and Safety talk: roads and people 0 
 

Starting 
over a 
thousand 
years ago 

River – where does Taunton get its name? How did 
the river get its name? 
Roman occupation near Taunton but not where the 
Castle was built… 
The Castle as a Saxon burial ground and the bones 
you might find. 
 

10 

1000 
years ago 

Find out about Taunton Castle, from the Bishops of 
Winchester in the 12th century and after. 
Discover the Castle’s features: find the edge of the 
keep and the moat wall. Hear about Princess Eleanor 
and her time at Taunton Castle. Taunton as a 
medieval market town. 
 

20 

1645 
1685 
 

Find out about the Civil war and Robert Blake 
Discover the Monmouth rebellion and the bloody 
assizes in the town centre. Drown out the voices of 
the dying rebels!  
 

30 

17th and 
18th 
centuries 

Building of a church tower using Donkeys: what was 
Taunton like in the 17th and 18thcenturies? 
Whirligig lane and the open sewers of Tudor Taunton 
 

45 

19th 
century 

Found out about Victorian Taunton and return to the 
river. 
Final Questions 
 

60 

 



 
Please ask if you would like us to supply clipboards. We are able to with 
prior notice. 
For Your Information: 
 

 One of the group sessions is run by me and the others by a chosen 
adult. They should be easy to follow and you will need no additional 
prior experience! 

 

 We endeavour to deliver the best service we can so we would be very 
grateful if you would complete our evaluation form. This form is 
attached. 

 

 There is a shop at the Museum of Somerset that has some relevant 
items for young people to buy.  

 
 

 We would ask that you school group are clearly identified during this 
trip. High visibility vests are recommended, although we do not keep 
class sets at the museum so we ask that you bring some from school. 

 

 It is imperative that children are able to follow instructions first time. 
During the walking tour children will be crossing roads (at formal 
crossing points) and although we do a risk assessment for the tour, we 
will not be able to risk assess for children with particular need.



 


