
 
Toys and Games 
Held in School 

 
 
Learning Objectives: 

 To investigate new and old toys through play 

 To use vocabulary relating to pushing and pulling 

 To understand the similarities and differences between toys in the 
present and the past. 

 To explore playground games. 
 
By the end of the session the children will have found out about a variety of 
old toys. They will have named them and investigated them through play. 
Children will have investigated the differences between new and old toys. The 
children may have experienced some old toys for the first time (such as the 
Zoetrope). The children will also explore playground games from the past. 
 
Resources: 
Numerous original toys and games such as trains, building blocks, dolls, a 
zoetrope and spinning tops 
 

Time  Activity 

00 The session leader will show the children a selection of old toys and 
encourage them to think about how we can tell that the toy is old; what 
they are made from; how they work; and who they may have belonged to. 
A discussion on how the toys work will involve key science words such as 
‘push’ and ‘pull’. Names of old toys such as ‘whip and top’, ‘spinning top’  
‘zoetrope’ and ‘thaumatrope’ will be introduced  
 

 Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 

15 Pushes and pulls toy 
investigation – active 
play including 
playground games. (led 
by school staff) 

A zoetrope and 
thaumatrope 
investigation. (led 
by session leader) 

Old and new toys 
investigation (led by 
school staff) 

35 Old and new toys 
investigation (led by 
school staff) 

Pushes and pulls 
toy investigation – 
active play including 
playground games. 
(led by school staff) 

. A zoetrope and 
thaumatrope 
investigation. (led by 
session leader) 

55 A zoetrope and 
thaumatrope 
investigation. (led by 
session leader) 

Old and new toys 
investigation (led by 
school staff) 

Pushes and pulls toy 
investigation – active play 
including playground 
games. (led by school 
staff) 

75 - 90 What was your favourite toy? What was it made from? How does it work? 
  



Teaching and Learning Tasks: 
 
Skills and movement – free play investigation with a variety of old toys. Toys 
such as spinning tops, puzzles, old trains and the ‘cup and ball’ gamewill be 
available. Children will also be able to play with old card games and board 
games including tiddlywinks. This part of the session will also include 
playground games with some information. This requires a larger space for 
playing, some toys can be used outside. 
 
Old and new handling session – there will be a selection of new and old 
toys to investigate. With an adult the children will be able to match the old with 
the new equivalent. Other activities include matching the museum label to the 
correct toy and matching close-ups to the correct toy. There will also be old 
photographs of children playing with toys. 
 
Investigating the zoetrope – the group will look at a zoetrope. They will see 
pictures come to life when using this Victorian toy. The children will also be 
able to make their own thaumatrope to take home.   
 
For Your Information: 
 

 The session requires three areas for the three activities and one of the 
activities is best done on the floor. The active play area with 
playground games will need a larger space. This can be a hall or an 
outside space. 

 
 

Many thanks and I look forward to seeing you soon. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


